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Vision in the Valleyé 
 

ñThe Advent Conspiracy: A Conspiracy of God ò by Pastor Nathan Stanton  
 

éas it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ñThe voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: óPrepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.ôò  Luke 3: 4-6 
 

This is a season of beauty with all the decorations surrounding us that spring forth from the 
normal blend of colors that bleed together in our vision because we have looked at them the same 

way for so long.  The greenery, the wreaths, the candles, the songs and the consumerism all make 

this an interesting mix that has somehow bled together in a way that perhaps our focus has gotten lost as 

Christians.  The ñAdvent Conspiracyò is a way to refocus our hearts, our minds and our actions around this 
holy season of beauty. 

The vision of the ñAdvent Conspiracy,ò is really quite simple:  Worship Fully, Spend Less, Give More 

and Love All. 
The ñAdvent Conspiracyò is about our relationship with God in this important time and it is also about 

our relationships with one another.  Contained within this is also the issue of our relationship with consuming 

at Christmas.  While we live in interesting times economically we also have the opportunity to give more than 
what we can buy to God and to one another.  ñSo, what does this mean for me?ò you might be asking yourself. 

To worship fully, you simply make sure you are with your faith family on Sunday mornings (unless 

youôre out of town or ill) and you can join in the mid-week services and celebrations on Wednesdays and 
Christmas Eve. 

To spend less and love all, you can choose to buy one less present than you had planned in order to set 

aside that money to give away to change the world.  One of those opportunities is through the ñNothing But 

 December Worship Schedule 
 

 
 
 

December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent  

Ȱ3ÐÅÎÄ ,ÅÓÓȱ 
Malachi 3:1-20 

 

December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent  

Ȱ'ÉÖÅ -ÏÒÅȱ 
Luke 3:7-18 

 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

Ȱ,ÏÖÅ !ÌÌȱ 
Luke 1:39-45 

 

December 24 
Christmas Eve  

Two Christmas Eve Services with Communion 
5:00 p.m. 

11:00 p.m. 
 

December 27  

Ȱ4ÈÅ /ÎÅ ×Å ÆÏÌÌÏ×ȱ 
Luke 2:41-52 
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Prayers, Presence, Gifts, & ServicePrayers, Presence, Gifts, & ServicePrayers, Presence, Gifts, & Service   

Cindy Oatess (John Wilson) 
Emmie Pettit & family (Devine) 
Florence Fox 

Grace Huffman (Dee Stewart) 
Kathy Ethridge (D. Weber) 

Laresa Williamson (L. Stover) 
Elza & Mary Swigert 
Michael Wisecarver (K. Martin) 

Sherri Coulier 
Charlie Thomas & family (V. Hinkle) 

Dick Stephenson (L. Stephenson) 
Jody Harris 
Cailey Sheppman, Caileyôs parents and 

Jim & Ruby Rogers (grandparents) 
Laura Wallace 

Ronald Archer & family (K. Archer) 
Aaron Bastable (M. Wardlow) 

Craig Teel 
Donnie Holtzinger (S. Steele) 

Steve Lorenson & family (K. Wilson) 
James Myers family (J. Dodds) 
Billy Carter & family (L. Carter) 

Curt Bergemann (R. McClellan) 
Lauren Reed (M. Mohesky) 

Jimmy Parks & family (B. Hartman) 
Marilyn Shadid (B. Hartman) 
Karen Strawder (K. Nelson) 

Richard Pohlman (V. Brown) 
Dale Goodrich (L. Stewart) 

Russell Baldwin 
Mike Wilson 
Ann Miller 

The Arb family (B. Schneider) 
Lerla Chism (D. Stewart) 

Robert ñTedò Gregory (B. Gregory) 
Jim Wells & family (G. Bishop) 

Anita Allard (F. Narramore) 
Lavon Carter 

Wanda Shock 
Don Harvey (F. Narramore) 
The Larry Arnold family (B. Hartman) 

Dennis Ward 
Carolina Enegren (D. Pepper) 

Debbie Irby (J. Naylor) 
The Novotny and Hartman families 
Thom David Same & family (T. Palmer) 

Carol Peterson 
The Linda Stephenson family 

Twyla Bright (J. Naylor) 
Diana Dauber 
Betty Grubb 

Darlene Herring 
Fern Watson 

Chester Clapp (B. Eklund) 
Jerry Hohler & family (K. Collins) 

Autumn Riddle (Weigant) 
Gloria Buser (C. Buser) 

Our  Prayers Our  Prayers Our  Prayers ð If you would like to submit a prayer concern please contact the church office or fill out a Prayer Request card 

found in the pews.  In an attempt to keep up with our many prayer concerns, this list will be revised on a regular basis. 

Our  Presence and GiftsOur  Presence and GiftsOur  Presence and Gifts 

Date Sunday School Worship Offering 

November 1 179 278 $19,722 

November 8 178 289 $24,552 

November 15 148 365 $9,253 

November 22 154 284 $10,808 

November 29 133 333 $8,798 

Weekly Average 158 310 $14,627 

Our Service Our Service Our Service ð Thank you to . . .  

¶ Our November Worship Leaders:  Kay Nelson, 

Steffanie Steele, and Cindy Anderson. 

¶ Our November Communion Servers:  Keith & 

Betty Hartman, Mark and Blake Heiman, John & 

Kathy Wilson, and Mike & Natalie Wilson.  

¶ Our November Acolytes: Ralista Greene, Ashlee 

McMillan, Sydney Wilson, Maggie Bishop, Hana 

Bishop, Gunnar Hall, Brayden McPheeters, Noah 

Hardyway, Alex Hartman, and Noah Stanton.  

¶ Our Novembers Ushers:  Jerry Reeves, Darlene 

Herring, Christy Anderson, and Ana Anderson. 

¶ The VIPs who provided intercessory prayers 

during our November Sunday morning services: 

Marilyn Ward, Gary Bishop, Steffanie Steele, 

Fran Narramore, and Tim Devine. 

¶ The Faith Link Sunday school class for hosting 

the Fellowship Time table in November. 

¶ The November newsletter assembly volunteers: 

Carol Buser, Joan Hughes, Avis Campbell, Joan 

Dodds, and Steve Nelson.  

¶ All the youth, sponsors, the band (Sandy Binn, 

Dave Lincicome, Jeremy Linicicome, and P.J. 

Malay), Ron Teel, Jason Unruh for all your hard 

Continued on page 4 
 

     UMW Calendar  

 December 2009             
 

Cookie Walk Set -up    

Friday, Dec. 4 ï 6:30-8:30 pm 
 

Cookie Walk & Soup Luncheon    

Saturday, Dec. 5 ï 10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

Martha Fellowship (Parlor)  

Wednesday, Dec. 16 ï 1:00 pm 
 

Sarah Fellowship  

Saturday, Dec. 19 ï 9:30 am 
 

UMW Quilters (Room 213)  

Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm     Wednesdays 9:30-11:30 am 
 

Yarn Ya Yas (Parlor) ï Tuesday, Dec. 15 ï 1:30 pm 
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OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities   

 

 

Pleasant Valley UMC will be 

facilitating two Financial Peace 

University classes starting in January.  

There will be a Sunday morning class 

starting Sunday, January 3, 2010, 

from 8:45 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  There 

will also be a Monday evening class 

from 6:15 p.m. to around 8:00 p.m. 

Both classes will meet each week 

for 13 weeks. The cost for the class 

is $50 per individual or couple. The 

church generously pays $47 of the 

tuition. Child care is provided and 

the children will be served a simple 

hot meal during their time in the 

nursery. 
 

Sign up will be available in the 

narthex Sunday mornings and you 

can sign up on line anytime at 

www.daveramsey.com by clicking on 

Financial Peace University and 

entering 67204 then PVUMC.  
 

You can listen to the Dave Ramsey 

radio show every day at 2:00 p.m. to 

get a taste of his teaching style.  Go 

to www.daveramsey.com and click 

on the òListen Liveó button.   
 

Please contact Cristy Anderson, 204

-9202 if you have questions. 

PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR 
If you are new to Pleasant Valley 
or are a new member and 
wanting to visit with Pastor 
Nathan Stanton you are invited 
ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ άtƛȊȊŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊέ 
following Sunday worship on 
December 13th.  This is a casual 
time to ask questions about 
Pleasant Valley.  Of course, 
pizza will be served, free of 
charge. 

Christmas  

Around the World   

 

 
 

Open HouseOpen House  
  

Bishop Scott Jones, his wife Mary Lou 
Reece, and the Pneuma Sunday School class 

of First United Methodist Church invite 

you to tour the Jones' incredible collection 

of more than 200 nativity scenes from around 
the world.  This beautiful and amazing 

display is a perfect reminder of the reason for 

the season.  Enjoy holiday hors d'oeuvres and 

some Christmas cheer in the Bishop and 

Mary Lou's northeast Wichita home. 
 

Sunday December 13th  

2 - 5 pm 
$25.00 per person 

 

Limited number of tickets available 
 

Please purchase in advance by sending your 

check payable to: 
 

United Methodist Open Door,  
PO Box 2758, Wichita, KS  67201 or call 

316-265-9371 to order by credit card. 
 

All proceeds benefit 

[AC] Advent Conspiracy 
Christmas can [still] change the world.  

This year, Give Presence.  

December  
Food Drive for  

United Methodist Open Door 
Food Pantry & Warm Hearts  

Coat and Mitten Drive 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 8th   
6 to 8 p.m. 

Carol and Ring Bells  
for Salvation Army  

at Dillons 21st and Amidon  
  

Wednesday Dec. 9th  
 6:30 to 6:50 p.m. 

Advent Prayer Service  
in Chapel 

 
Mission Saturday  

Dec. 12th  ς 10 a.m. to noon  
Prepare Drop-in Center Meal  

in the PVUMC kitchen   
 

Carol and Ring Bells  
for Salvation Army  

at Dillons 21st & Amidon  
 

Monday, Dec. 14th   
Deliver and Serve  

Drop-In Center Meal 
 

Wednesday Dec. 16th   
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

 

Sunday, December 20th
 

after 10:45 service  
All-Church Christmas Dinner  

sponsored by the  
High School Youth.   

A Fundraiser for the 2010 High 
School Mission Trip 

 
 

Klothes Kloset 
228 Ellis Å 265-1670 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday 

9 a.m.ï2 p.m. 
 

This program provides free clothing 

for infants, children and adults. The 

store is open three days a week. 

Families may be served once each 

month. Nearly 18,000 families were   

served in 2008.  
 

The United Methodist Open Door 

Klothes Kloset is completely out of 

infants and childrenôs clothing and 

coats, menôs coat, and bedding. 
 

Clean, gently used or new clothing 

donations are accepted Monday 

through Friday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. and on 

Saturday from 9 a.m. - noon.  

http://www.daveramsey.com
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Advent Conspiracy...Continued from page 1 

Nets,ò campaign.  This is a partnership between the 

UMC, the NBA and the Gates Foundation to buy as 

many malaria nets as possible to send to Africa.  It 

only takes ten dollars to save a life.  On December 

20, we will receive this special offering. 

To give more, think about your relationships.  

How are you giving of your presence to those who 

need you to be present for them.  How can you show 

love more fully in your relationships without 

standing behind toys, cards, treats and money.  

While these are important, we also know that it is 

the important relationships in our life that keep us 

going.  How can you give more of this presence? 

Youôll certainly find more opportunities for 

the Advent Conspiracy in the newsletter.  Remember 

to find the opportunities to worship fully, spend less, 

give more and love all this Advent Season.  I am 

thankful for this promise from God that while we 

work, wait and stay awake for the coming of Christ 

Jesus in our lives, we also know that God has 

already taken care of it all.  By the blessings each of 

us have received we respond in the spirit of Godôs 

conspiracy of love to pass that message on; God is 

indeed love incarnate.  Immanuel is here; God is 

with us in this time. 

May you be blessed this Advent and early 

Christmas season as we celebrate the birth!  

Service ð Continued from page 2 

 work, Rev. Nathan Stanton, and to you, the 

congregation, for supporting the youth as they 

shared the worship on November 15th. 

¶ Barry & Valerie Brown for providing the youth 

meal on November 1st. 

¶ Brent & Cristy Anderson and to Julie Manske 

for providing the meal on November 8th. 

¶ All the youth and the people who helped with the 

Hanging of the Greens. 

¶ The congregation for helping with the Youthville 

Ornaments ï we couldnôt do it without you! 

 

Let Godõs promises shine  

on your problems. 
 

                        ð Corrie ten Boom 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This Advent Season you are invited to  
Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ /ƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅΧ 

 

Χ ¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ /ƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅΗ 
 The members of the PVUMC Advent Task Force 
invite you to leave the shallow story of cultural 
Christmas and See the birth of Christ from inside 
the stable instead of inside the mall. 
 

 Each Christmas Americans spend billions on 
material items; a pretty weird way to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, who gave up all to save the world. 
Learn to celebrate Christmas in the way of Christ: 
worship fully, spend less, give more and love all. At 
each Sunday service in Advent you will receive 
information on how you can reclaim the story of 
Christmas and individualize this effort at PVUMC to 
honor the true spirit of Christmas.  From Mission 
opportunities, Advent Prayer services, special 
weekly scriptures, to ideas for Relational Giving, you 
will be encouraged to draw near to the story in the 
stable. 
 

The invitation to join the Advent Conspiracy is a call 
to  remain in the gospel of Jesus and Worship him.  

²ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΚ 

ENTER THE STORY. 

WHAT ON EARTH ARE YOU SEARCHING FOR? 

òThe Night the Angels Sangó 
Wednesday, December 16th 

Fellowship Hall 

Dinner will be served at 5:15 PM 
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Childrenôs MinistryChildrenôs MinistryChildrenôs Ministry   

ATTENTION  

All Children!  
 

 

 

 

ñTHE NIGHT THE ANGELS SANGò 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Wednesday, December 16 th ! 

On Wednesday, December 16th, 

following the meal, we will be 

having our Christmas Program.  

This year we are asking all 

children to be a part of the 

program. You do not have to be 

in choir to help with the program.  

There will be songs, skits, and 

the crowd will join in to with some 

singing. We want all children to 

be a part of the program. Invite 

your entire family to come and 

enjoy this program.   
 

The Christmas Program 

Practice will be held in 

Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, 

December 2nd and 9th, from 

7:00 - 8:00 PM.  All children 

and youth are invited to 

participate in the skits/scenes 

and singing.   Choir practice 

will be held at the regular times 

on these nights.    
 

Faith Factor and Joyful 

Jaguars will be meeting in 

Fellowship Hall on December 

9th to practice for the 

Christmas Program.   All 

Children are welcome to be a 

part of this program!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What is this LIVE BIG? It is a 

great Sunday school lesson 

where you will Hear, See, and 

Live your BELIEF IN GOD! These 

lessons will encourage you to 

sing, shout, laugh, dance, act, 

create, run, jump, fly, think, 

speak, relate, and have a blast in 

Sunday school.  We hope you will 

join us in the Sun Room at 9:30 

every Sunday morning. You will 

gather for the opening and then 

you will be divided by grade 

levels and go to your rooms for 

the rest of your lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

No  

Wednesday Evening  

Childrenôs Activities on  
December 23 or December 30 

due to the Holidays.  

 
Wednesday Night Volunteers  

Are you interested in being a 

Hall monitor?  How about 

leading the kids in Recreation or 

a craft?  Well, WE NEED YOU 

THEN!  We are looking for a 

few hearty souls to help in our 

childrenôs ministry this fall.  If 

you would be interested in 

giving approx 30 minutes to an 

hour a month please let Brad 

know! Thanks for your support 

in our ministry. 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries:  Brad Remington (BradR@pvumc.com) 

 

 

 

 

WINTER  

Wednesday  Night Ministries 
 

PRAISINô & PLAYINô  

For 2 year-olds through Pre-K 

Kids at PVUMC! 

6:15-6:45 PM     Room 205-206               

Come join your friends from 

church while we learn about 

Godôs love by singing, dancing, 

playing, and praising Him! 
 

** Note to Parents ï At 6:45 PM, you 

can pick up your child to take to the 

nursery before your Wednesday 

night activities or head home for the 

evening. 

 

CHERUB CHOIR ï (K-2nd Grade)  

6:30-7:00 PM       

Meets upstairs in Room 202   

Director: Jana Teel   

 

LORDôS CHOIR ï (3rd - 5th Grade)  

6:30-7:00 PM      Room 102 

Director: Cindy Anderson 

 

FAITH FACTOR  ï (K-2nd Grade)  

    7:00-8:00 PM     Room 205/206 

Join Leslee Freund and Faith 

Factor in another fun year.  We 

study people from the bible and 

also some of our favorite Bible 

Stories.   

 

JOYFUL JAGUARS  ï (3rd - 5th 

Grade)  

   7:00-8:00 PM     Room 202 

Join Clayton & Mindy McPheeters 

as Joyful Jaguars enjoy a season 

of fun!  We look forward to seeing 

you! 


